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In about ten years Augustine had to write a work in criticism of the army of monks he had created. We may resume the question when we come to that period.
But. one further point calls for notice at the present stage. Augustine very quickly learned an uncompromising zeal for withdrawing people from the world. We have seen how Jerome urged men to push aside a heartbroken mother, and tread over a prostrate father, in order to fly to the desert. We like to conceive Augustine as pre-eminently sober and humane in his religion ; but it must be admitted that in this, as in at least one other point, his humane feeling was overruled. There are passages in his writings which rival Jerome's heroic advice. Thus in a letter (ep. 2,43), to a man named Laetus, he says, in urging him to disregard his mother's prayers that he would not abandon her : ' What does it matter whether it be in the person of wife or mother, since we have to beware of Eve in every woman ?' Already the city of the world, with all the affections and ambitions that brighten its momentary life, was becoming contemptible, as the vision of the city of God grew in his mind.
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